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Nasgau Hall
Princeton, Mercer County, New Jersey

Owners: Princeton University

Date of Erectlion: 1754-1%756

Architect: Dr, Willism Shipven, & trustee, and
Robert Smith, the asrchitect of Indepandence Hall

Builder: BRobert Smlth

Pregsent Condition: Excellent; restored after the
fire in 18556

Number of Storiles: Three and tower
Materials of Construecticn: Poundation - gtone

Exterior walls - cut brown
stone; window 21ills stone;
cornice new,made of copper

Interior walls - plaster,
except tha Faculty Hoom
which has walnut pansling:
the stair turrets were
added in 18585

Inside brick chimneys

Roof - piteh with large
skylight on left wing
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Historical Tatsas:

Nazsau Hall, known as "North College" and
"01ld North", was erected in 1754-1756 on land given
by Y¥r. ¥athsniel Fitz Randolph. I% was named Nagssau
Hall in honor of Willisam cof Nassau, Prince of Orange,
William III of bngland, in 1756 at the sugpestion of
Governor Belcher,

The building wes planned originally to house
the college refectory, recitatlion rooms, chapel liibhrsry,
and = tudents' apartments. The only known contemporsry
ground plan of the building was sgketched by the Rev,
Fzra Stiles of Yale in hies disry Tor 1754, Ground was
broken on July 29, 1754; the corner-stone was laid
September 17, 17564, The firast college exercise was =
sermon in the prayer-halil in 1706,

Military ocecupation during the Eevelution
completely ruined the interlior of Nssseau Hzll and
restoration was not completed for =eversl yvears afterwards,
The building was occupled gz & barrsck and hospltal by
Zmerican and British Troovs in turn., The college
evacueted the builldlneg in the year 1777, snd it was held
a¢ a British Post until the Battle of Princeton in 1777.
when it wes recaptured by Wegshington. It was zbandoned
leter in the same day end occupled for a few hours by
Cornwallis, who as gcucceeded by American Troons who
remained almost to the end of the war,

The first State Leglslature of New Jarsey met
in ¥asgsu Hell in 1776. In the college library room
over the main entrance Continental CTongress sat during
the summer and suturn of 1783 in ordinary sesgzionsg,
ad journing to the prayer-hgll on snsclisl occagions.
T'ere in Auguzst of 1783, Continental Congress received
fenersal Washington in 2 public audience znd tendered
to him the thanks ¢f the netion. Later in the game
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summer Congress received Peter Van Berckel, Minister
Plenipotentiary from the Netherlands, the first
forelgn minister credited the United States after
independence had been acknowledged.

Viith the exception of the President's house,
now the Dsan's house (WJ-88), and certain independent
out buildings, it wsg until the beginning of the
nineteenth century the only building on the campus.

It was here that the early students of Princeton,
with the exception of a very few, were houssd - Madison,
Paterson, Burr, Frenau, Rush, "Light Horse Harry" Leo,
and others. In 1762 a new kitchen buillding was erected
on the cuteide st the east end; the astudents, however,
were 8till allowed a fire in the o©ld kitchen to make

. their tea in the afternoon.

The interior wass destroyed by fire in 1802
and 1865, but esch time the walls remained. Until the
restoration after the fire in 1855 there were three
entrances, one on each side of the central sentrancs
with corregponding exlts in the reasr. The turrets
at the ends of the bullding, as well as the high cupcls,
date from the restoraticn of 1855,

Refore 1835 the corridors rsn throusgh the
entire length of the building. The interior of the
gast end has been grestly altered to provide at firat
Tor a museum and lately for the offices of that
administration, but the west end preserves its original
arrangement and anpearance,

The prayer-ha 1, now the feeulty room, 1is
historic, It had orizinally a gallery and platform
surmounted by a high »nulplt. Here daybreak and vesper
chapel services were held at which attcndonce was
compulsory. George Whitefileld the famous elghtecnth
century evanrelist once preached in thig hall at
& o'ecleek in the morning. The funeral services of the
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Presldents Asron Burr, Samuel Davies, Jonathan Edwards,
and John Witherspoon and of Rlchard Stockton and Colonel
Aaron Burr, former vicew-presidents of the Unlted States,
took plaee in thls room,

There are many important portrsite in the
Faeulty Room, chiefly those of the presidents and early
trustees 2nd benefactors of the University, The most
interesting picture 1g that cf Genersl Washington by
Charles Wilson Pesle., The gittings for this pleture
were given while Vashington was at Rocky Hill in 1783,
It wae painted by order of the Poard of Trusiesz and
paid Tor by money which Washington had wresented to
the college. The frame of the picture originally held
a portralt of George I1 which was shot away when
Alexander Hamilton's battery fired at the building.

On one side of the doorway of Kassau Hall
is 2 bronze tablet setiing forth the stages 1n the
development of the university. On the other is a
tablet erected by the New Jersey Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution epitimlzing the
higtory of Nasssgu Hall. The entrance hall has been
remodeled as a memerial to Princetonians who have
died in war. On the eact wall are the names of those
who fell in the Var of ERevolution, War of 1812, snd
the Spanish and Mexican Vars, The names on the west
wall are of those who fell in the war bhetween the
states; they are almost egually divided between the
North and the South. The names of the ons hundred
and fifty-one killed in the ¥orld War are on the panel
facing the entrance. Memorisl Hall waz deslgned by
Mesgsre. Dey and Carter. It was decdicated on LAlumni
Day, l'ebrusry 1, 1920 which day has been chosen ag
Princeton Memorlial Day.

Kany college activities took place in front
of 01d Nascau. Here in the summer of 1770 the students
burned the letter of the New York Merchante hresking
the Non-Importation Agreement; here also in Januvary, 1774,
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a few days after Paul Revere brought news of the Boston
Tea Party, the students made a bonfire of the entire
college supply of tea with an effigy of the unpopular
Governor Hutchinson of Masgachusettes, with a canister

of tee about his neck, in the center of the fire. On
July 9, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was read
there, #alutes fired, snd the entire building 1lluminated.
The surrender of Cornwallis st Yorktown in 1781 and the
gnnouncement of hostilities in April, 1783 were cclebrated
on this spot. MNany other oplebrationﬂ have taken plsce
here from the time of the Hevolution until the Y%orld War
days. On the csesmpus in front of Nassgau, senlor singing
is held each year, Tablets set in the walls of Nassau
Hall mark the ivy planted at commencsément by the graduat-
ing classes.

Naszau Hall i¢ now used entirely for
sdministrative purposes and contains the offices
of the Presldent, Secrctery, Registrar, the Deans,
Dirsctor of Admission, the Graduate Councll, the
Buresu of Perscnnel, Director of Public Helstions,
and the ofilces of the Graduate School.
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